EDUCATION BUREAU CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM NO. 32/2023

From:  Secretary for Education To : Supervisors / Principals of all aided
(including special schools),
government and caput schools, and

Ref. :  EDB/SMEP/2/125/1(2) schools under the Direct Subsidy
Scheme offering local senior
secondary curriculum

Date: 9 February 2023

Latest Arrangements for the Current School Year (2022/23 School Year) for
Mainland Study Tours of the Subject of Citizenship and Social Development

Summary

This circular memorandum announces the latest arrangements for Mainland study tours of

the senior secondary subject of Citizenship and Social Development (CS).

Background

2. As an integral part of the CS curriculum, CS Mainland study tours aim at enabling all senior
secondary students to gain first-hand understanding of our country and its latest development through
field study activities, understand and appreciate Chinese culture as well as to develop their sense of

national identity.

3. The Education Bureau (EDB) issued the circular memorandum No. 91/2022 in July 2022
to collect schools’ information about the overall planning and arrangements for CS Mainland study
tours. As normal travel with the Mainland has resumed since 6 February 2023, the EDB hereby

announces the latest arrangements for CS Mainland study tours for the current school year.

Details

4. According to the information provided by schools earlier, the majority of schools have
chosen routes to the Guangdong Province. In this connection, the EDB will first launch 12 routes
to the Guangdong Province as specified in the circular memorandum No. 91/2022, which are more
popular among schools. In consideration of the situation upon resumption of normal travel with the
Mainland, another 10 routes from 1 day to 2 days to the Guangdong Province (including cities in the
Greater Bay Area) will also be arranged for current Secondary (S) 4 and S5 students’ participation
from April to the end of this school year. Priority will be given to S5 students as there is a greater
urgency for them to participate in CS Mainland study tours. For details of the 22 routes of CS
Mainland study tours under the latest arrangements, please refer to Appendix 1 (Chinese version
only).



5. Schools are kindly requested to arrange students of the same level to participate in the same
route on the same departure day to facilitate the arrangements for visiting activities to the Mainland.
Furthermore, as Mainland exchange activities have been suspended for some years due to the
epidemic, it is anticipated that schools may need more teachers to take care of their students.
Therefore, a one-off special manpower arrangement will be introduced this school year to allow
schools to apply for an extra 1 to 2 fully-subsidised accompanying teachers on top of the 1:10 teacher-
to-student ratio, which is only applicable to those CS Mainland study tours participated by S5 students
and cannot be regarded as a regular arrangement in future. Schools in need may apply via the form

mentioned below (Appendix 2) (Chinese version only).

6. Schools are kindly requested to act in accordance with the arrangements of the EDB and
give priority to S5 students to participate in CS Mainland study tours. Please return the completed
Appendix 2 with the proposed routes and visiting months of CS Mainland study tours by email
(csstudytours@edb.gov.hk) or fax (3104 4804) to the Students Mainland Exchange Programme
(SMEP) Section, EDB, on or before 1 March 2023 (Wednesday). Owing to the large volume of
coordination and liaison work involved in arranging CS Mainland study tours for students effectively,

schools cannot change their plans in principle once expressing their intentions and their understanding

would be much appreciated.

Professional Advisory Services

7. To support schools in organising and leading students to participate in Mainland exchanges
and enhance their effectiveness, the EDB has set up the “Pilot Scheme” (the Scheme), which provides
professional advisory services by veteran principals, teachers, etc. The Scheme provides manpower
for individual schools in need and assists schools in leading students to conduct exchanges in the
Mainland, including to help schools achieve a teacher-to-student ratio of 1:10. In addition,
professional advisors will also collaborate with the teachers in conducting briefings for teachers and
students and post-trip experience sharing sessions. If schools intend to apply for the services, they
can fill in the application form at Appendix 2. Subject to availability of manpower resources, the
EDB will arrange professional advisory services for schools as far as practicable. Generally
speaking, schools that are approved to add 1 to 2 fully subsidised accompanying teachers will not be

provided with professional advisory services.

Online Learning and Teaching Resources

8. To support schools in helping students enhance their understanding of Chinese [®] e
L=

video clips, which will be uploaded to the CS Web-based Resource Platform in stages



(https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/tc/mainland_study tour.php) for reference. The visiting spots involved in

the worksheets are all selected from the routes of CS Mainland study tours. Schools can make use
of the worksheets to help students complete the task of CS Mainland study tours as well as to conduct

personal reflections to deepen their learning.

Project Learning

0. After completing the CS Mainland study tours, students are required to conduct project
learning and submit a report to the school in the form of an individual project. ~Students are advised
to learn about the itineraries and visiting spots before departure, collect relevant reference materials
from different channels, match and enrich their observations and reflections of the study tours, and
enrich the content of the project report.  There is neither a standardised presentation format and word
limit prescribed for the report, nor a set of assessment criteria. In addition to the written mode,
students can also complete the report in other modes, such as model-making, short videos and
webpages. Project learning does not involve public assessment. Regarding the assessment criteria,
schools should assess students’ performance in project learning according to the aims of the CS
curriculum and their school-based requirements set, and adopt appropriate means, such as Student
Learning Profile and school reports, to reflect students’ performance. Regarding project learning of

CS, please refer to CS Curriculum and Assessment Guide (Secondary 4- Secondary 6).

Briefing Session

10. The EDB will hold a briefing session on 22 February 2023 (details are at Appendix 3,
Chinese version only) to explain to schools the latest arrangements for CS Mainland study tours,

project learning, learning and teaching resources as well as professional advisor services.

Enquiry

11. For enquiries about the arrangements for CS Mainland study tours and professional advisor
services, please contact Mr CHIU Chi-yeung (Mainland study tours) at 2892 5730 or Ms LEUNG
Woon-yi (Professional Advisor Services) at 2892 6462 of the SMEP Section, Quality Assurance
Division. As for enquiries about the CS curriculum, please contact Ms AU Sau-wai of the Liberal

Studies / Citizenship and Social Development Section, Curriculum Development Institute, at
2892 5826.

Joe NG

for Secretary for Education

cc: Heads of Sections — for information


https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/tc/mainland_study_tour.php
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